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By Patty Mitchell 
 

The Bishop of Washing-

ton, the Right Rev. John 

Bryson Chane, installed 

the Rev. David Wacaster 

as Good Shepherdõs new 

rector at a festive service 

on Sunday, April 25. 
 

While colorful flags flew 

outside of the church on 

this special day, inside the 

church was packed with 

hundreds of parishioners, 

friends and clergy who 

were decked out in fes-

tive stoles. 
 

In Davidõs honor, the chil-

dren of Good Shepherdõs 

children sang òAlleluia, 

Alleluiaó and òI am a ôCõó 

under the direction of 

Debbie 

Beebe. 
 

The Rev. 

Dr. 

Stephanie 

Nagley, 

Rector of 

St. Lukeõs 

in Bethesda and Davidõs 

former boss, gave a spir-

ited sermon on sacred 

hospitality, welcoming all 

people into the church. 
 

During the induction, 

Bishop Chane presented 

David with  a vessel of  

chrism to symbolize 

baptism in obedience to 

the Lord. The Social 

Ministries Committee 

presented a basket of 

food as a sign of the 

churchõs commitment to 

attend to the hunger of 

people, both physical and 

spiritual in this world. 

David was presented with 

a festive stole by the Altar 

Guild. The Junior Warden 

and the 

Buildings & 

Grounds 

Committee 

presented 

David with 

keys  

symbolizing 

that the doors of Good 

Shepherd are open to all 

people. The Rev. Rose 

Duncan presented David 

with the Canons and the 

Senior Warden and  

Vestry gave David a 

prayer book to be among 

us a man of prayer. 
 

òDavid going to be a fine 

rector,ó said Bishop 

Chane. òThis is a great 

parish. So Iõm going to ask 

you to do what you have 

already committed your-

selves to do which is to 

love him, care for him, 

and make sure he stays 

here,ó he said. òI would 

hope that you would 

stand up and greet him in 

a way that says 

thank you very 

much to God for 

bringing him here,ó 

the Bishop added. 
 

David thanked all 

at the service and 

at Good Shepherd. 

òYouõve really made me 

feel so very welcome and 

at home already and Iõm 

so happy and pleased to 

be here,ó he said.  
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After Davidõs installation as Rector, 

it was time for the celebration. Af-

ter all, how often do we get to 

have a big party like this?  Delicious 

pulled pork, barbequed chicken and 

an ENTIRE roast pig were served. 

Special guests included Davidõs par-
ents and former Good Shepherd 

rector, the Rev. Patty Downing. 
 

A big thanks to those who organ-

ized the party, including the Transi-

tion Committee, Jillian Newby and 

Cecily Thorne and all those who 

set up tables, chairs, moon 

bounces, flags and cleaned up.  
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Catherine Schupp and former Good  
Shepherd Rector Patty Downing (below). 

Left, David with his 
parents, Jane and 
Tom Wacaster. 

Photos by Eric Reiffenstin and Patty Mitchell 

Congratulations from Jean Graubart, 
Director of Jewish Living and Learning, 
DC Jewish Community Center (above). 

Above, David with the Reverend Paula 
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