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By Jackie Lunsford 
 

Would you like to get to 

know David better? Do 

you like to entertain? 

How about hosting a small 

group get together? Pick a 

time (not Fridays, it's his 

sabbath), and invite David 

and some of our Good 

Shepherd parishioners for 

a lunch, tea, dinner, cock-

tail party, whatever you 

like. The goal is for each 

of us at Good Shepherd 

to have some time getting 

to know our new rector. 
 

Interested?  Contact Patty 

Mitchell at 

mnx33@yahoo.com, 

(301) 681-6283 or 

Jackie Lunsford at the-

lunsfords@hotmail.com, 

(301) 946-6367.  A sign up 

sheet for hosts is also in 

the Narthex. 
 

Two small gatherings have 

already taken place. Many 

more are being scheduled. 

Everyone will be invited to 

one of these get-to-know-

David gatherings.  We 

need your help. 

Get to Know Our New Rector  

Good Shepherd Hosts Silent Auction  
By Patty Mitchell 
 

Good Shepherdõs Silent 

Auction was a huge suc-

cess!  Held Friday, May 

21st, the fundraiser at-

tracted more than 150 

people and raised more 

than $10,000 for the 

church. 

Hundreds of items were 

donated by local busi-

nesses, parishioners and 

Good Shepherd preschool 

parents and teachers, in-

cluding summer camps, 

wine tastings, museum 

passes, restaurant 

gift certificates, jew-

elry, a family por-

trait  session, a tree 

consultation and 

garden coaching. Z 

Pizza, Giant, Safe-
way, Sniders, Chick-

fil-A and Costco 

donated food for 

the event. 
 

When bids reached the 

itemõs face value, parish-

ioner David Batty stepped 

in to conduct lively live 

auctions, pitting bidder 

against bidder. 
 

But the Silent Auction was 

more than just a fund-

raiser. It was also a social 

event and gave parishion-

ers and members of the 

community a chance get to 

know one another better. 
 

Thanks to all who do-

nated, attended, and those 

who purchased the do-

nated items! 

A great big thanks to Ce-

cily Thorne, who spear-

headed the Silent Auction 

and to all of the volun-

teers: Beth Baker, Gayle 

Batty, Mary Drak, Ben and 

Jennifer Hendricks, Doris 

Hurdle and all those who 

baked and made food, 

Patty Mitchell, Jillian 

Newby, Vonnie Schoppel-

rei, Chris Thorne, Eliza-

beth Quinn, Dot Ford, 

Catherine Schupp and the 

Good Shepherd Youth 

Group. 
 

Photos by Susan Dugard and 

Allen Wyrick 
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Host a Small Gathering at Your Home 
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By Kirk Franklin 
 

At its May meeting, the Vestry ac-

cepted with appreciation the Build-

ing and Grounds Committeeõs offer 

to undertake a survey of Good 

Shepherdõs physical plant needs and 

present options for addressing 

those needs as part of developing a 

strategic plan for the parish for the 

next several years.  The task is to 

assess the parishõs building require-

ments in light of its mission and 

ministries, and those of the other 

organizations that use our building, 

and to identify improvements to 

meet those requirements and pro-

vide for growth opportunities.  The 
committee will then develop op-

tions for improving and possibly 

expanding our existing space, 

which it will present to the Vestry 

at the conclusion of the project 

sometime this fall. 
 

The committee will be essentially 

following the model we used in the 

late 1990s to determine what we 

wanted in the way of a new sanctu-

ary and other physical plant im-

provements.  That is, it will actively 

solicit input and ideas from all par-

ish committees and organizations, 

from as many individual parishion-

ers as possible, and from our pre-

school, the scouts, and the Christ 

Gospel and Seventh Day Adventist 

congregations.  Topics for discus-

sion will include, but not be limited 

to, renovating the kitchen, finishing 

the education wing, providing ade-
quate storage space, reconfiguring 

and/ or expanding our present 

space, and adopting energy-efficient 

and sustainable building systems.  

The ideas and suggestions gener-

ated will be the subject of one or 

more open forums.  The dates, 

times, and formats will be  

announced soon.  The committee 

will then synthesize the information 

gathered into a summary of viable 

options for the Vestryõs  
consideration. 
 

The success of this effort will de-

pend on the active participation of 

the whole parish to generate infor-

mation and suggestions for the 

committee to work with.  Accord-

ingly, everyoneõs ideas are wel-

come, even ð or maybe especially ð 

the off-the-wall variety; if there 

ever was a time for thinking out-
side the box, this is it.  The com-

mittee will start making contacts in 

the near future.  Stay tuned. 

By Preschool Director Mary Lureau 
 

May was a time of celebration for 

the preschool. The Parish Hall was 

filled to capacity on Friday, May 7 as 

the children prepared a luncheon 

for their mothers to celebrate 

Motherõs Day. Almost every pre-

school mother attended. The chil-

dren made pizza, salad and dessert. 

They also sang for their motherõs 

entertainment. It was a wonderful 

afternoon. 
 

Friday, May 21 was our year-end 

picnic. We always go to Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Park in the White Oak 

section of Silver Spring for a special 

play day and yummy picnic food. 

The highlights of the picnic (in addi-

tion to the food) were face painting 

and the water balloon game. Before 

the picnic, the children enjoyed 

By Caroline Clements 
 

I'd like to make eve-

ryone aware that both 

the plate and pledge contribu-

tions for 2010 are lower than 

expected. This means that they 

are lower than we have budgeted 

for the maintenance and opera-

tion of the church. In the next 

couple of weeks we will be dis-

tributing the pledge statements, 

letting parishioners know the ac-

counting of their individual 

pledges. The plate is down 13%, 

some of this is due to the snow 

days in January, but those missed 

Sundays account for only a small 
part of the discrepancy. The Fi-

nance Committee felt it was im-

portant to make everyone aware 

of our financial status. 

making òmatchingó t-shirts to wear 

on park day. 
 

Preschool ended for the year on 

Friday, May 28 with a special pro-

motion ceremony for the children. 

Beautiful framed works of art, cre-

ated by the children, lined the     
Parish Hall. We are sad to lose the 

children to kindergarten, but happy 

at the same time, because we are 

confident they will do well with the 

challenges they face ahead. 
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After we 

celebrate 

the 

Churchõs 

birthday on 

Pentecost 

Sunday, we 

move into 

the season 

of the 

Church Calendar known as Ordinary 

Time.  Ordinary time is that time 

during the Church year which is not 

part of Advent, Christmas, Lent or 

Easter.  The phrase òOrdinary Timeó 

is the English version of the Latin 

phrase Tempus per annum, which lit-

erally means òtime through the 

year.ó There are two seasons of Or-

dinary Time during the Church year.  

The first season of Ordinary Time 

occurs in the weeks that follow 

Epiphany all the way up to Ash 

Wednesday, which is the beginning 

of Lent.  The second season of Ordi-

nary Time occurs in the weeks that 

follow Pentecost Sunday all the way 

to the First Sunday of Advent, which 

is the New Yearõs Day of the 

Church Calendar.  The liturgical 

color associated with the seasons of 

Ordinary Time is green. 
 

The second season of Ordinary 

Time is quite long, which led my 

mother, as a child, to refer to this 

time of the Church year as òthe long 

green.ó  I have to admit that Sunday 

after Sunday of green vestments 

does get a little boring after a while.  

However, there are some feast days 

along the way to break the monot-

ony; most notably Trinity Sunday, All 

Saintsõ Day and the Feast of Christ 

the King.  As we move through this 

time of year, you will notice that the 

Sundays after Pentecost are num-

bered as such: the Second Sunday 

after Pentecost, the Third Sunday 

after Pentecost, etc.  Liturgically, Or-

dinary Time functions as òdown 

time,ó which simply means that we 

are not celebrating any of the major 

seasons of the Church year.  The 

busyness we associate with Advent, 

Christmas, Lent and Easter is largely 

absent during this time of the 

Church year.  As such, this is a great 

time for reflection and for concen-

trating on spiritual disciplines and 

practices that call attention to the 

presence of God in everyday life. 
 

Of course, I do not have to tell any 

of you that the idea of òdown timeó 

is increasingly counter-cultural.  In an 

age of 24/7 accessibility, it is difficult 

to make time to rest and relax, let 

alone take a retreat or a vacation.   

The very difficulty of taking the time 

for such things, however, makes 

them all the more important.  Thus, 

the Churchõs ideas and practices of 

things like Sabbath time, retreats, 

sabbaticals and seasons of Ordinary 

Time are an important witness to 

our over-programmed 21st century 

North American culture.  Human 

beings need time to rest and re-

charge physically, emotionally, men-

tally and spiritually and taking the 

time to do so is an important part of 

caring for the self and for those 

around us.  Taking the time to re-

new and fresh oneself enables each 

of us to be ready to help shoulder 

not only our own emotional and 

spiritual burdens, but also the emo-

tional and spiritual burdens of the 

members of our community who 

may need our assistance and sup-

port.  Being willing and able to pro-

vide such supports, as well as being 

able to ask for such support, is part 

of what it means to live in the con-

text of a Christian community like 

ours. 
 

For those of us in the Northern 

Hemisphere, most of the long sec-

ond season of Ordinary Time coin-

cides with summer.  Traditionally, in 

our culture, summer has provided an 

extended time of rest and relaxation.  

In essence, summer functioned as 

the secular equivalent of Ordinary 

Time.  However, the invention and 

widespread use of air-conditioning, 

lap-tops and mobile phones, among 

other things, has dramatically 

changed the way we deal with and 

use summertime. While I am not 

about to decry the conveniences of 

air-conditioning or portable com-

puters or mobile phones, I think it is 

important to be aware of the ways in 

which these and other aspects of 

modern life have had a dramatic im-

pact on our lives and not always for 

the better.  There is a price to be 

paid for being as accessible as much 

as so many of us are expected to be.  

As I implied earlier, such accessibility 

often comes at the expense of our 

mental, emotional, spiritual and 

sometimes even physical health. 
 

So, as we enter the long, green sea-

son of Sundays following Pentecost, I 

urge you to consider ways in which 

you can use Ordinary Time to your 

advantage.  If you would like to dis-

cuss options for reading, praying or 

other ways to use Ordinary Time to 

refresh and renew yourself, please 

feel free to get in touch with me.  

You might just discover that Ordi-

nary Time can be the most extraor-

dinary time of the Church year. 
 

Faithfully,  
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The Vestry hosts the Pentecost 

picnic every year. Thereõs always 

lots of foodñ burgers, veggie bur-

gers and hot dogs, salads and 

cookies and plenty of time to chat 

with fellow parishioners. Tradi-

tionally, most everyone dresses in 
red for Pentecost. This  year,  

Father David mixed things up a bit 

with a Hawaiian shirt which added 

a bit of Hawaiian flair to the event.   
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