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After a year and a half long 

profile and search process, 

Good Shepherd welcomes 

the Reverend David 

Wacaster as our new rec-

tor.  Wacaster will start 

his new ministry with us 

on Sunday, January 24. 
 

Wacaster was selected by 

a unified Vestry during its 

discernment last month.  

He has served as Assistant 

to the Rector at St. Lukeõs 

Church in Bethesda since 

2005. At St. Lukeõs, 

Wacaster, who is 38 years 

old, had a special focus on 

inclusivity for all who at-

tended. He also created a 

òsoft spaceó for families as 

part of  St. Lukeõs sanctu-

ary redesign and intro-

duced the òJourney to 

Adulthoodó youth ministry 

program and a lectionary-

based Sunday School Cur-

riculum to the parish. 

Prior to St. Lukeõs, he 

served as a supply priest 

for the Diocese of Wash-

ington in 2005. He was a 

Curate at St. Thomas 

Church in Washington, 

DC in 2004 and 2005. 
 

Wacaster and his partner 

Michael Fraser live in Che-

verly, MD. 
 

Wacaster describes him-

self as an òenergetic men-

tor, preacher and teacher 

with a strong concentra-

tion on Christian Forma-

tion for youth and adults, 

an advocate for the Epis-

copal Church at diocesan 

and national levels, com-

mitted to the practice of 

Christian Hospitality and 

making the church a wel-

coming place for all, open 

to discussion of new ideas, 

particularly at the inter-

section of theology and 

popular culture.ó 

Wacaster replaces as per-

manent rector the Rev. 

Patty Downing who left 

Good Shepherd in May 

2008 for a new job as rec-

tor of Trinity Episcopal 

Parish in Wilmington, DE. 
 

A very big thank you to all 

those who served tire-

lessly to make the process 

work, including members 

of the Vestry, the Search 

Committee, and the Pro-

file Committee and all 

those who prayed during 

the Vestryõs discernment 

and to Interim Pastor 

Linda Grenz for serving us 

so well on our journey! 
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Good Shepherdõs New Rector  

 

 Greetings!  I am humbled and pleased to have been called as your next 

rector.  I am also excited to begin our new ministry and life together in January.  

As I have gotten to know Good Shepherd through the parish profile and meet-

ings with the search committee and the vestry, I have been struck by the vi-

brancy and vitality present in this parish.  A parish that understands the impor-

tance of not only praying together but also of working together, playing to-

gether and, of course, eating together is a special place indeed.  Michael and I 

are very much looking forward to meeting you all and having the opportunity to 

get to know you.  May Godõs Holy Spirit continue to be present with us and 

bless us all as we embark on this journey together.      Faithfully,   David+ 

Greetings from the Rev. David Wacaster  



I was raised in the Diocese of Mis-

sissippi and my parents still attend 

the church in Meridian, St. Paulõs, 

where I grew up.  I graduated from 

Meridian High School in 1988 and 

went to The University of the 

South in Sewanee, TN for college.  
While at Sewanee, I was member 

of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity and a 

varsity swimmer.  After I graduated 

in 1992, I moved back to Missis-

sippi and worked as a childrenõs 

mental health case worker for two 

years. In 1994, I moved to DC to 

become a member of the National 

Cathedralõs Volunteer Service 

Community.  I spent that year 

working at a non-profit dedicated 

to helping runaway and homeless 

adolescents in Southeast Washing-

ton. 
 

After that year, I decided to stay in 

Washington and I got a job in the 

Episcopal Churchõs Office of Gov-

ernment Relations on Capitol Hill.  

I also found a spiritual director and 

began to discern whether or not I 

should go to seminary.  I lived and 

worked on Capitol Hill for six 

years.  In 1998, Michael and I met 

at St. Thomasõ, Dupont Circle and 
we had a commitment ceremony 

there in 2003.  I entered Virginia 

Theological Seminary in the fall of 

2001 and graduated in 2004.  I was 

ordained a deacon in June of that 

year and ordained a priest in Janu-

ary of 2005. 
 

After being ordained, I worked at 

St. Thomasõ for a while and did 

supply work around the Diocese.  I 
was hired as the Assistant to the 

Rector for Christian Formation at 

St. Lukeõs, Bethesda and began 

working there on the First Sunday 

of Advent in 2005.  Since then, I 

have been active in the life of the 

Diocese and The Episcopal Church.  

I am currently serving a second, 

three-year term on the council for 

the Episcopal/Anglican Campus 

Ministry at the University of Mary-

land.  I am also a member of the 

Washington Episcopal Clergy Asso-

ciationõs board and I served as 1st 
Clerical Alternate Deputy to Gen-

eral Convention in Anaheim, CA 

this summer. 
 

Michael and I live in Cheverly in 

Prince Georgeõs County and have 

been there about five years. I enjoy 

reading, traveling and swimming 

and I am a huge fan of movies.  I am 

also fascinated by the intersection 

of theology and pop culture.   Most 
weeks, I play Mah Jong at the Jew-

ish Community Center on 16th 

Street, NW in downtown DC and I 

always try to go back in Mississippi 

in either July or August because it 

is just not hot enough here in 

Washington. 

PAGE 2  

About the Rev. David Wacaster  

THE SHEPHERDõS VOICE 

[Clockwise from left]  Rev. David 

Wacaster and partner Michael Fraser, 

Wacaster and the Rev. Paula Green 

standing in the River Jordan in the 

Holy Land, and  Wacaster and Bishop 

Desmond Tutu. 

 

Rector Transition  

Team Appointed  

A òtransition teamó consisting 

of Karen Colbert, Kirk      

Franklin, Doris Hurdle, Jackie 

Lunsford, Arlene Mahon, Dan 

Moore, Don Schimmel, and  

Cecily Thorne will serve as a 

resource/support group for our 

new rector during his first year 

at Good Shepherd. In addition 

to helping us bid farewell to 

Pastor Linda and planning a 

welcoming liturgy and social 

events for the Rev. David 
Wacaster, the team will help 

orient David to parish life and 

to the greater Silver Spring 

 

CHRISTMAS  FLOWERS  

 If you wish to give flowers for the Christmas altar, please fill out an envelope from the ushersõ desk and  

return it by the end of the day Sunday, December 20th. Names of those you wish to remember will be 

printed in the Christmas bulletin. Please place envelopes with your check in the alms basin. Thank you!  
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Transition Time  

It is, once again, transi-

tion time for all of us. 

The Vestry has called 

your new rector who 

will soon join the con-

gregation. Pastor Fre-
derick will be leaving 

on Dec. 20th and I will be leaving  

on Jan. 3rd. 
 

Members of  the congregation are 

likely to react to these transitions 

in a variety of ways. Some find 

times of change invigorating and 

will become more involved. Some 

who have drifted away may return 

ñ and they may or may not like 

what has happened in their ab-

sence. Others may find the transi-

tion painful or anxiety producing so 

they may withdraw. Still others 

may just be tired of all of the 

changes and arenõt sure they can 

face another one! 
 

All of these are normal and per-

fectly understandable emotions. 

The question is: How will you pass 

through this time of change ñ both 

individually and as a community? 
 

Acknowledge your feelings  

It is common for people to find 

that a time of change stirs up feel-

ings that may be from earlier tran-

sitions as well as the feelings that 

emerge from the present situation. 

This congregation has had a recent 

successful rectorship with Patty 

Downing but some members still 

remember an earlier call that did 

not end well. That experience can 

now raise anxieties about this new 
call. Even transitions unrelated to 

church can leave us with residual 

feelings about change that can 

emerge when we enter a time of 

change. It is helpful to remember 

that not all of the feeling we have 

right now are necessarily directly 

attributable to what is happening in 

the moment ñ sometimes the mo-

ment serves to trigger old feelings. 
 

The other thing for us to be aware 

of is that this congregation has 

gone through an unusual number of 

changes in an extremely short time. 

Patty left, followed by John, Ann, 

Jan and then Janis and soon Freder-

ick and me and than another antici-

pated change when Don retires. 

That is a LOT of change in 18 

months! On top of that old, famil-

iar and much loved traditions have 

ended such as the Rummage Sale 

and Fig Tree. It is important that 

we recognize the cumulative effect 

of these multiple departures. 
 

Be kind to yourself ñ acknowledge 

the weariness and even sadness 

that comes from having to say 

goodbye over and over again. It is 

important for us to say that out 

loud and acknowledge those feel-

ings. 
 

Say goodbye 

It is also important for us to say a 

good ògoodbyeó to all of those 

people and traditions so you are 

ready to say òhelloó to David and 

Michael, to new traditions and to 

the new life that God is giving you. 

Now is the time to ask yourself: Is 

there still some unfinished busi-
ness, something you need to say to 

anyone who has left or is about to 

leave. 
 

You might send a note to someone 

who has left reflecting on the im-

pact that person has had on you. 

Or, if the person isnõt available or 

the feelings are something you 

donõt want to express directly, you 

might just write the note but not 

actually send it. In any case, find a 

way to say goodbye so you can  let 

go of the past and welcome the 

future. 
 

Open the door  

Life at Good Shepherd will be dif-

ferent in just a couple of months. 

Most of the people will still be the 

same. The community will be the 

same. And God will be the same. 

But life will be different. 
 

Some of you will welcome that 

new life and will be excited and 

eager to jump in. Some will enter 

slowly and cautiously. Others may 

find the change difficult to accept, 

much less welcome. While still oth-

ers will just go with the flow. 
 

No matter how you react, I en-

courage you to open the door. 

Give yourself time, and donõt with-

draw, decide to walk away or lock 

into òthis isnõt what I want/need/

like.ó Donõt go overboard in the 

other direction either and decide 

that the Second Coming has ar-

rived and everything is glorious. 
 

Give yourself time ñ and give God 

time. Remember that no matter 

what happens in life, God is with 

us. And God , working in and 

through us can do far more than 

we can ask or imagine. Sometimes 

the change we so hoped for and 

celebrated turns out to be less 
than we needed. Often that which 

might be challenging is exactly what 

we need to  grow deeper in faith. 

So I encourage you to open the 

door and welcome the future God 

is calling you to enter in the sure 

and certain hope that God will be 

with you and will bless you on your 

way. 
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The newly updated organ was re-

dedicated at a festive choral Even-

song service on Sunday, November 

15. The service was all the more 

special because it was Don 

Schimmelõs last Evensong as Good 

Shepherdõs longtime organist and 

choir director. Don has announced 

his retirement which will take ef-

fect in early 2010. The organ was 

dedicated to God and a brass 

plaque honoring Donõs 22 years of 

service was put on the organ to 

mark the occasion. 
 

The service featured a lot of beau-

tiful and moving musical perform-

ances by the chimes choir, the 

adult choir and organ solos by 

Don, with the liturgy led by Pastor 

Linda.  Afterwards, a festive recep-

tion was held in the Narthex.  
 

The chimes choir members include 

Director David Batty, Beth Baker, 

Gayle Batty, Shaun Hardy, Don and 

Joan Lewis, Patricia Ogg, Beth 

Rowe and Florence Walters. The 
adult choir includes organist and 

choir director Don 

Schimmel, David 

Batty, Diane Ben-

dahmane, Paul 

Dugard, Rosemond 

Cole, Anna Gilles-

pie, Frank Hartman, 

Jackie Lunsford,  

Arlene Mahon, Sybil 

Mahon, Patricia 

Ogg 

and Marca Woodhams. Acolytes 

included Bill Dobson, Jackson 

Lunsford, Melissa Elliot, Sam 

Hendricks and Wiley Clements.  
 

Thanks to Don and all those 

who worked so hard to make 

the evening special! 
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Thanks for $825 
offering given to 
the Memorial Fund  
to support  the 
music program. 


